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                              Education and Outreach Division 

Virginia Gazette Article, Peyton Randolph Returned to Williamsburg,  

June 1, 1775 

 

To the honourable PEYTON RANDOLPH, esquire. 

 SIR, 

WE, the members of the volunteer company in Williamsburg, embodied, to support the 

constitutional rights and liberties of America, are exceedingly alarmed to hear, from report, that 

the same malevolent dæmons, from whom have originated all the evils of America, are now 

exerting their utmost treachery to ensnare your life and safety. The friends of liberty and 

mankind have never escaped the fury of arbitrary despots. No wonder, then, that you should be 

selected, as a proper victim, to be sacrificed to the malice of the present administration. 

 Permit us, therefore, attached to you by the noble ties of gratitude and fellow citizens, to 

entreat you, in the warmest manner, to be particularly attentive to your own safety, as you regard 

the interests of this country. We now proffer to you our services, to be exerted at the expense of 

every thing a freeman ought to hold dear, as you may think most expedient, in the defence of 

your person, and constitutional liberty, and will most chearfully hazard our lives in the protection 

of one who has so often encountered every danger and difficulty in the service of his 

countrymen. MAY HEAVEN GRANT YOU LONG TO LIVE THE FATHER OF YOUR 

COUNTRY, AND THE FRIEND TO FREEDOM AND HUMANITY! 

To which his HONOUR was pleased to return the following 

ANSWER. 

 GENTLEMEN, 

 The affection you have expressed for me demands the warmest returns of gratitude. I feel 

very sensibly the happiness resulting from the kind attention of my worthy fellow citizens to my 

security and welfare. Your apprehensions for my personal safety arise from reports, which I hope 

have no foundation. Such unjust and arbitrary proceedings would bring on the authors of them 

the resentment and indignation of every honest man in the British empire. I shall endeavour to 

deserve the esteem you have expressed on this occasion, and shall think it the greatest misfortune 

that can attend me if ever my future conduct should give you any reason to be displeased with 

the testimony you have now offered of your approbation. 
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