
	  
	  
BASIC	  SEARCH	  –	  VIRGINIA	  UNTOLD:	  THE	  AFRICAN	  AMERICAN	  NARRATIVE	  (AAN)	  

To	  begin	  your	  search,	  go	  to	  http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/aan	  and	  select	  “Search	  the	  Narrative”:	  
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The	  Search	  the	  Narrative	  page	  gives	  you	  access	  to	  the	  following:	  

1) Original	  spreadsheets	  used	  to	  index	  the	  records.	  Note:	  not	  all	  items	  in	  the	  spreadsheets	  have	  been	  digitized	  
and	  made	  available	  online	  yet.	  

2) Tip	  Sheets	  (like	  this	  one)	  to	  help	  you	  search	  and	  understand	  the	  collection.	  	  
3) Links	  to	  related	  research	  resources.	  
4) A	  search	  form	  to	  help	  you	  get	  started.	  	  
	  
The	  search	  form	  allows	  you	  to	  search	  using	  1,	  2	  or	  all	  3	  of	  the	  following:	  Name	  or	  Keyword,	  Record	  Type,	  Locality.

	  
	  
Remember:	  There	  are	  advantages	  and	  disadvantages	  both	  to	  searching	  broadly	  and	  narrowing	  in	  more	  specifically.	  
Using	  the	  collection	  effectively	  will	  require	  persistence	  and	  some	  experimentation,	  as	  the	  records	  are	  indexed	  
according	  to	  words	  and	  spelling	  used	  in	  their	  creation.	  Which	  can	  be	  especially	  tricky	  with	  names.	  	  
	  
The	  next	  two	  screenshots	  show	  some	  useful	  detail	  about	  the	  page.	  
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For	  our	  example,	  we’ll	  use	  all	  three	  search	  fields:	  Name	  or	  Keyword,	  Record	  Type,	  and	  Locality.	  	  

Once	  filled,	  mash	  the	  “Search”	  button	  to	  start	  your	  search.	  	  

	  

This	  will	  direct	  your	  search	  to	  our	  digital	  asset	  management	  system,	  which	  will	  open	  in	  another	  browser	  window	  like	  
this:	  

	  

	  

Select	  that	  browser	  window	  to	  see	  your	  search	  results.	  Hint:	  if	  you	  don’t	  get	  any	  search	  results,	  go	  back	  the	  original	  
tab	  and	  try	  another	  search.	  
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If	  all	  goes	  well	  and	  there	  are	  results	  to	  view,	  you’ll	  see	  a	  screen	  like	  this	  in	  that	  2nd	  tab.	  That	  big	  red	  circle	  below	  
shows	  the	  specific	  terms	  searched	  for	  in	  the	  collection,	  that	  the	  search	  results	  are	  sorted	  alphabetically	  by	  
Title/Creator,	  that	  the	  results	  are	  presented	  in	  a	  “Brief	  view”	  and	  that	  there	  are	  16	  results	  in	  total.	  
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Once	  you’re	  done	  with	  a	  document,	  close	  the	  window	  with	  the	  digital	  image	  in	  order	  to	  go	  back	  and	  look	  through	  
other	  items	  in	  the	  result	  set.	  	  

If	  you	  want	  to	  do	  another	  search,	  you	  can	  go	  back	  to	  the	  Search	  the	  Narrative	  page	  by	  selecting	  the	  correct	  tab	  in	  
your	  browser:	  

	  


